Dacryocystitis and Rhinosinusitis Secondary to Sarcoidosis.
Sarcoidosis rarely develops in the lacrimal sac. Lacrimal sac sarcoidosis may be associated with sarcoidosis-related rhinosinusitis. The anatomical and histological relationship between the lacrimal drainage system and nasal mucosa has been indicated as a predisposing factor for this concomitance. However, the characteristics of this condition are not fully understood. Herein, the authors report a case where dacryocystitis and rhinosinusitis developed secondary to sarcoidosis. Pathological examination of the lacrimal sac wall revealed noncaseating epithelioid granulomas in the subepithelial layer, which contains the lacrimal-drainage-associated lymphoid tissue. The lacrimal-drainage-associated lymphoid tissue comprises the main immune mechanism of the lacrimal system and forms a functional unit with the lacrimal gland, conjunctiva, and nasal mucosa to maintain ocular surface integrity through lymphocyte recirculation. Because sarcoidosis is an autoimmune disorder, this lymphocyte recirculation may be associated with the concurrent nasal lesions in the authors' case.